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MKCCM CITY CENTRE OPERATIONS UPDATE 
Footpath Paving Replacement Programme
The section, approximately 160m long, between Genesis House and Medina House facing Witan Gate was replaced earlier this year.  Replacement across the city centre will be based on urgent health and safety needs based on the condition survey carried out by the Council to address those areas that are in poor condition with high usage.  With a total of 53km of paved footpaths in CMK there is an ongoing annual maintenance programme to not only keep the pavements safe but to improve and replace.

Pothole Repairs

The pothole repair programme addressing last winter’s extreme weather damage across the Borough continues: if there are any pothole concerns in CMK please report them using the MKC website / email.  The programme of works on the website has been upgraded so that it now identifies when the pothole repair gang will be in individual roads with start and finish dates.

CMK Landscaping Work

The council Landscape Team continues to audit the areas which they maintain along Midsummer Boulevard from Midsummer Place to the Station in order to replace planting as necessary over the next 6 months.  Partial upgrade took place last year and focused around the opening of the Pinnacle.  Current budget pressures mean that they will be looking at innovative ways of implementing these schemes.
Granite Repair / Replacement

This programme of works is taking place to address urgent health and safety defects and will continue over the next 3 months concentrating on the area of Midsummer Boulevard from The Point to the Theatre, and along Silbury Boulevard.

Porte Cocheres (Covered Walkways)
Following input from stakeholders, the Councils programme of works to the portes cochere will run from September to November this year focusing on the 20 structures requiring substantial repairs along Midsummer, Avebury and Silbury Boulevards.  Work over the past few months has focused on the conditions of the various types of structure and MKCCM has been instrumental with its members in helping to develop priorities.  Future works will include ensuring that the drainage and ceiling structures are sound, repairing or replacing ceiling panels as necessary, and repainting to bring the structures up to standard. 

Of the 300 portes cochere in the city centre many require very little work.  In areas of high night-time pedestrian movement across the Boulevards lighting conditions are also being reviewed.  
Working in Partnership

Discussions are taking place with the Probation Service to commence the repainting of city centre railings.  This will focus on those which adjoin the bus stops on Avebury and Midsummer Boulevards, starting with a pilot to assess how long a full repainting programme across the city centre will take.  This would be a collaborative effort with the Probation Service providing people, supervision, etc and the council providing paint and other materials, the careful specification to maintain standards, and working with the Parking Team to ensure minimum disruption to the adjoining parking bays.

These programmes are being implemented with a view to having the works completed before the end of November to avoid the busy pre-Christmas shopping period, as well as the onset of winter weather. 
Talking of winter weather, plans are already well in hand should we need to salt the roads, redways, and car parks in case of frost and snow. The machinery is being serviced and salt supplies topped up.
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CONSULTATIONS & STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
Involvement Consultation
Public services are working together in partnership to listen to you, the residents, citizens, businesses and people of Milton Keynes in order to meet the needs of our great city. They want you to let them know how you would like to get involved.  For more information see Milton Keynes Council or email: executivearrangements@milton-keynes.gov.uk .  Consultation began on 26 July closing date is 15 October.
MKC Draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2011-2014

Under the Licensing Act 2003 Milton Keynes Council as the Licensing Authority are required to produce a statement of Licensing Policy for a three year period. The current Policy must be reviewed before January 2011.   For more information see Milton Keynes Council  or contact 01908 252800 for the Licensing Team / email: licensing@milton-keynes.gov.uk Consultation began on 16 August closing date is 15 October.
MKC Casino Project – Draft application for consultation

Milton Keynes Council, as the Licensing Authority under the Gambling Act 2005, proposes to issue a premises licence for a large casino within the next twelve months.  The draft application pack has now been assembled and you are invited to comment before the formal process begins.  For more information see Milton Keynes Council or contact 01908 252800 for the Licensing Team / email: licensing@milton-keynes.gov.uk Consultation began on 6 August closing date is 23 September.
Meeting the future needs of older people
Milton Keynes Council would like you to say what needs to change to make sure they have a range of services which can support older people, particularly those with dementia and their carers, to be as independent as possible for as long as possible.  A series of events are planned around the borough with the CMK event being held on 19 October, 6pm till 7:30pm where officers from the council and the NHS will be available to talk about the proposals in more detail, answer any questions, and hear your views.   For more information see Milton Keynes Council or contact the Community Wellbeing Communications Team on 01908 253678 or email ASCcommunications@milton-keynes.gov.uk Consultation began on 6 August closing date is 4 November. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
The 2010 Events Calendar details events being held in and around Milton Keynes.  If you would like to include your city centre event please email carmel.blyth@mkccm.org .   For more information see: MKCCM: Events Calendar 2010 

Theatre District 
For more information about What’s On and Theatre District venues go to:  Theatre District 
Midsummer Place Celebrates its 10th Anniversary
During the weekend of 11 - 12 September, Midsummer Place will be transformed as shoppers will be greeted by stilt walkers, entertainers, face painting & balloon shaping as well as a balloon drop on Saturday 11 at 1pm. To coincide with the 10th anniversary gift of tin, there will also be a steel band performing throughout the weekend with wine & food tasting from Caffe Italia - guaranteeing something for everyone.  For more information see: Midsummer Place
thecentre:mk - Middleton Hall (by John Lewis) 

Craft Fayre – 16 to 19 September – browse the handmade jewellery stalls, glass products and much more at over 80 stalls. For more information on all events in Middleton Hall see: thecentre:mk  

The Hub:MK 
National Street Entertainers Competition ‘The Final’
Saturday 25 September will see The Hub play host to the exciting final of the National Street Entertainers competition with acts from across the country battling it out to be crowned champion.  The competition takes place from 1.00pm - 4.00pm and finalists include The Black Eagles, Pickles Pear Street Theatre, Electric Cabaret and LiNe uP.  For more information see: the hub – milton keynes 

FRINGEMK – Exhibitions in Midsummer Place and thecentre:mk
For the month of September Project Space 1 at Midsummer Place will be showing Isabella Niven's 'Have you seen this pigeon?' exhibition, an Arts Council England funded interactive exhibition which includes photographs by MK residents and artists.  The private view is on 14 September 6 - 8 pm. 

‘Faceboard’, the new FRINGEMK project space for the Milton Keynes Community has already been used by Willen Hospice, The Parks Trust, The Brook Centre and 'celebr8' this year to name a few.  Exhibitions are rotated every two weeks throughout the year and application is direct to the FRINGE.  All MK groups and individuals are welcome. It will be showing work presented to Midsummer Place by the 'fringe' for its 10th birthday celebrations. 

‘Dance - the Fools Journey’ is the FRINGEMK's major dance project starting on the week of 12 September - all MK citizens are welcome to participate, both groups and individuals - go to www.fringemk.com for more information.  All FRINGEMK events are free and open to the general public. 

Discover Milton Keynes – thecentre:mk, 672 Silbury Boulevard
Heritage Hunters  13 August – 25 September
Come and see the work of young heritage enthusiasts and find out more about The History of Bury Lawn School, Interesting Historic Buildings in Newport Pagnell and a new Willen Hospice Walking Trail that highlights features in the surrounding local area. On show is work undertaken by three of the Milton Keynes Heritage Association's recent projects with local schools: Bury Lawn School, Green Park School and Willen School.                                                    
Heritage Open Days, 9 – 12 September Discover Milton Keynes has your guide to all the free events taking place across MK over the Heritage Open Days weekend.   
For more information see:  Discover Milton Keynes  (open 10am – 6pm Monday – Saturday). 
 
Milton Keynes Gallery 
Exhibitions: 
Until 12 September - THE THE THINGS IS (FOR 3)

Milton Keynes Gallery presents a major solo exhibition of work by a London-based artist who emerged in the early 1990s. Working with sound, performance, collage and photography, the artist creates systems that playfully experiment with language, identity, geometry and chance.

24 September – 28 November - Andrew Lord 
Preview: Thursday 23 September, 6pm - 10pm, all are welcome and admission is free.
British artist Andrew Lord (b. 1950) explores sculptural and pictorial concerns through clay, plaster, beeswax, bronze, drawing, printmaking and video. This exhibition charts the development of his thirty year career, from observations of nature and citations of modern art to casts from the body and the use of memory as a sculptural tool.  

Scratch Nights:
2 Sep Live Music - Hired Muscle + Aria Alagha -6.30pm, free no booking required
4 Sep Live Guides - 1 - 3pm & 5 - 7pm an informal chat about the current exhibition. 
9 Sep Performance/Live Music - Notebook by ARCO Collective 6.30pm Free – no booking required
11 Sep Live Guides - 3pm & 5 - 7pm an informal chat about the current exhibition. 
23 Sep Exhibition - Andrew Lord Exhibition Preview 6pm -10pm, all welcome
25 Sep Live Guides- 3pm & 5 - 7pm an informal chat about the current exhibition. 
30 Sep Film Club - Tony Richardson, A Taste of Honey (1961), spaces limited, please book. 

For more information see: Milton Keynes Gallery  opening times: Tuesday – Friday 12pm till 8pm, Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-5pm, closed Mondays.  Also see information on their education programmes which includes Art Trolley every Saturday 11am till 1pm.
Milton Keynes City Orchestra

Performance ‘Curtain Raiser’ – 5 September, 7.30pm
The performance will take place at Milton Keynes Theatre with principal conductor - Sian Edwards and soloist - Anna-Liisa Bezrodny, playing violin.  For more information see: www.mkco.org or contact the MKCO Box Office on 01908 558311.
MK Theatre – Currently showing Blues Brothers, The Wiz and Hairspray to find out more or book tickets call Milton Keynes Theatre Box Office on 0844 871 7652 or visit www.ambassadortickets.com/miltonkeynes 
Parks Trust Programme – Campbell Park
Discover the magic of autumn by joining one of The Parks Trust organised events this September. For more information on what’s on in the park visit: www.theparkstrust.com 
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OUT AND ABOUT IN CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES 
Chamber of Commerce Lunch with David Frost, Chair of British Chambers of Commerce – 15 September
The lunch is an opportunity to hear first hand what can be expected over the next 12 months and much more held at Ramada Encore Hotel 12:30 to 2:30pm.  Booking applies, £25 +vat for members/£29.50 +vat for non-members. To book email theeevent@mk-chamber.co.uk or telephone 01908 259000.  For more information see: Milton Keynes Chamber of Commerce 
Greener Journeys
Greener Journeys (http://www.greener-journeys.com) is a campaign aimed at encouraging people to get out of their cars and onto buses and coaches; a quick and cost-effective way to reduce congestion in our towns and cities and cut carbon emissions.  By switching just one journey in twenty-five we can remove one billion car journeys from our road by 2014, and in doing so we’ll see a reduction of two million tonnes of CO2.   Established last year as a joint effort from all the UK’s major bus companies, Greener Journeys is now setting out to demonstrate the potential of this approach by launching Britain's first ever national marketing campaign to persuade people to get out of cars and onto buses.  Rather than simply promoting the general benefits of bus travel, it is our aim to help people identify the specific journeys where taking the bus would make sense for them. A number of initiatives will be launching this September including a free ticket giveaway.  Bus company Arriva has chosen Milton Keynes as one of three locations in the UK where significant local efforts to promote bus travel will be taken. The scheme is then planned to roll out nationally in 2011.

Sustainable Routes - £75,000 Up For Grabs – Lay Claim To Yours Now 
With only 75 grants of £1000 remaining and over 100,000 businesses eligible to apply, now really is the time to seriously evaluate your financial and CO2 situation.

It seems too good to be true but by implementing travel efficiencies within your business you really can add to your bottom line, and save the planet! 
Here are some examples of how it can be done with the help of the Sustainable Routes grant:-

· Company A have installed shower facilities, a bike rack and bought laptops/software to facilitate flexible working.

· Company B have purchased IT equipment to enable staff to work from home and improved their server capacity.

· Company C have fitted a real-time vehicle tracking device to their shuttle bus.

The possibilities are endless… just think what you could do with your share! Interested? To apply online, please visit www.sustainableroutes.co.uk or to discuss your options, contact Jemma Grant on 01908 254458 or email jemma.grant@milton-keynes.gov.uk
Milton Keynes Council 

The next meeting of Milton Keynes Council’s Cabinet will take place on 28 September at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers.  For more information see: Milton Keynes Council 
Midsummer Place – Oak Tree

Following a thorough assessment and report by the Parks Trust and Milton Keynes Council, Midsummer Place management have been advised that the Oak Tree is showing little sign of recovery, and is unlikely to progress from its present condition.  The tree, which showed some improvement last year after being cut back on expert’s advice, now regrettably has a poor prognosis.  Management at Midsummer Place are now carefully considering the options given the latest diagnosis.  We will keep you up to date as more 
information becomes available.
Thames Valley Police 
Are running a series of discussion surgeries, you are invited to go and talk about any issues or concerns that you have within Milton Keynes.  
06 Sep – 9am till 1pm Acorn House, Avebury Boulevard

06 Sep – 2pm till 4pm Milton Keynes Central Library

07 Sep – 2pm till 4pm Christ the Cornerstone Church

08 Sep – 2pm till 4pm Sainsbury’s Store, Avebury Boulevard

For more information see:   Thames Valley Police Surgeries 
Invest Milton Keynes (IMK)
Has so far recorded 54 investment successes for the city, as of 31 August.  These have safeguarded 703 jobs and created 171 new jobs.  Enquiries for commercial property and land are 11% ahead of this time last year.  Milton Keynes continues to attract international interest in its ‘Low Carbon Living’ projects.  For more information see: www.investmiltonkeynes.com
Buszy Opens at the Old Bus Station
The former nightclub and bus station in Central Milton was opened on Friday 30th July by BBC Radio One DJ Jo Whiley following an extensive refurbishment with the use of the half million pound grant from SITA Trust and V, the youth volunteering charity.  The youth hub now consists of a dance studio, world class skate park and café space, meeting spaces and a gallery overlooking the stake park.  For more information see: Buszy_MaD
Destination Dining in Queens Court – Open till late every night
Carluccio’s, YO! Sushi, Café Rouge and Nando’s are all open for business.   The area is open from 8am until 11pm daily, please check each restaurants individual trading hours.  To access Destination Dining up until midnight daily please use either Door 5, located on the Silbury Boulevard side between Starbucks and Waterstone’s or Door 6, located on Midsummer Boulevard between McDonalds and Fraser Hart Jewellers: www.destinationdiningmk.co.uk  
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ROAD WORKS & PARKING CHANGES 
CMK Parking Changes
Recently the Councils Development Control Committee approved the proposal for changes to parking that would be implemented from January 2011. This approval was then called-in and reviewed by the Executive Scrutiny Panel on 17 August resulting in the proposed changes being referred back to Cabinet and a further statutory consultation to be undertaken prior to any further decisions being made.

The final decision should take into consideration the interests of the entire city by addressing concerns regarding the potential impact of the changes on the residential areas immediately surrounding the city centre and on the economic fortunes of the city, as well as in the context of the Local Transport Pan.  We will keep you up to date as more information becomes available.

Secklow Gate Over Bridge

Following the fire at the Market Place in Central Milton Keynes it became necessary for public safety reasons to close Secklow Gate from its junction with Midsummer Boulevard to Silbury Boulevard with immediate effect. A full structural survey into the extent of the damage has now taken place and repair works are about to be undertaken. This means that Secklow Gate will remain closed until 31 June 2011; however it may reopen sooner if the repair works have been completed.  Access to the service road for thecentre:mk will remain open.
Temporary Closure Lower Third Street and Lower Fourth Street 
From 7pm on 08 September the service road and parking bays that link Lower Third Street with Lower Fourth at the rear of Witan Gate House near the Pinnacle building and running parallel with Grafton Park will be closed.  This is to enable BP to run an educational event with a number of local schools attending.  The event will be held on the 09 September therefore the road will re-open at 6pm that evening.
Closures of part of footways and parking on Elder Gate

The closures are required to ensure that the Network Rail Development site safety and security is maintained at all times.  The existing hoarding around the site will be extended in phases throughout the work period to incorporate the footway and parking spaces as the development takes place. The work is due to start on Monday 6th September 2010 and will continue until 31st December 2012:
1. The footway to the west of the site adjacent to Elder Gate will be closed from a point approximately 125 metres from its junction with the A509/H5 Portway in a general south easterly direction for a distance of approximately 170 metres. This is to allow site access. The alternative route will be to cross Elder Gate and use the footway on the opposite side. 

2. Part of the service road adjacent to Silbury Boulevard starting from a point approximately 45 meters east of Elder Gate for a distance of approximately 100 metres in a general north easterly direction. This will also incorporate approximately 40 parking spaces. 

3. There will be a temporary 20mph speed limit in place in Elder Gate from its junction with the A509/H5 Portway in a general south easterly direction to its junction with Silbury Boulevard. A distance of approximately 200 metres. 

4. In order to allow drainage connections the hoarding on the south western corner of the Elder Gate and Silbury Boulevard junction will be extended for a period of approximately five days, during this time a temporary pedestrian way will be constructed to allow pedestrian access to the car park. 

5. Drainage connections will also be made on the corner of the north eastern boundary of the site approximately 60 metres south west of the  North Grafton Roundabout this will also take approximately five days to complete and during this time pedestrians will be diverted  via the adjacent redway  into the car park. 


Pay by Phone Parking – over 27,000 people have signed up to use the scheme with 7,000 users opting to park using pay by phone in July 2010.  It is available across CMK on all red premium and blue long stay bays.  To register - call 01908 918918 or go to www.verrus.com . Once you have registered you can either pay by calling 01908 918918 or by sending a text to 65565  Milton Keynes Council - Transport . Charges for the service when parking in one of the premium bays are an additional 10p when you park for up to 90 minutes, over 90 minutes the charge is 20p. Long stay bays incur a 20p charge. Any text receipts or confirmations are charged at 10p per text should you want them. 

Arriva Buses 
Pre-purchase your Arriva Day Saver Bus Ticket – you are able to use you mobile phone to purchase your bus ticket at £3.20 per day (which will cover all your journeys).  Set it up by registering at arrivabus.co.uk/mticket or text ‘Reg’ to 82500.  You simply show the driver your pre-purchased m-ticket on your mobile phone screen.  
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN MILTON KEYNES 
Plugged in Places – Electric Vehicles
Milton Keynes Council is in active discussion with the Office of Low Emission Vehicle (OLEV) to finalise details for the Plugged in Places initiative. The proposal is to install 250 public electric vehicle charging points in the city centre over three years, with 50 and 66 charging points in years one and two respectively, and the remaining 134 charge points installed in the final year of the project. The proposal is scaled this way to reflect the growing usage of electric vehicles in future years, and to reduce the impact of lost parking income and minimise any local negative perception caused by potentially empty electric vehicle parking bays.  It is anticipated to have 50 charging points installed by March 2011.  For more information contact Sara Bailey at Milton Keynes Council on 01908 691691.
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DEVELOPMENTS

Network Rail National Centre – the 400,000sq ft building on the site of the former National Hockey Stadium which will house 3,000 employees, some 600 employees are already located at offices near the central station.  Construction work began in August with BAM Construction awarded the build contract.



If there is information that you would like to hear about that we currently do not cover either in our e-newsletter, website or on our four Development Information Sites, please advise us.  If you see anything operational within CMK that you feel needs addressing let us know and our City Centre Manager and Operations Group can look into it.  For more information on our Operations Group and Centre Management role please see:  www.mkccm.co.uk .   

 

Whilst every care has been taken in putting together this e-newsletter any errors of fact or omissions are the author’s.   Please forward any corrections, suggestions and additional names and e-mail addresses to me for anyone interested in receiving a copy.
Carmel Blyth
Communications Officer 
Milton Keynes City Centre Management -MKCCM
carmel.blyth@mkccm.org 
Direct Line: 01908 398124           
