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MKCCM CITY CENTRE OPERATIONS UPDATE  
Arriva Bus Services
From the 25 April many of our local bus services changed, MK Metro will now be known as Arriva buses (complete with a new look).  With improved frequencies and connections in many areas, improved evening and Sunday services and better links to the station.  You can also save 10% on a 4 Weekly Saver ticket (£37) when buying online, as well as Weekly and 4 Weekly Savers now sold in stores with Paypoint facilities and available by mobile phone.  Updates and full information will be available via Arriva’s website at www.arrivabus.co.uk/MKstar 
 

Traffic Lights Witan/Avebury Junction (Hub/Sainsburys junction) – many of you will be pleased to know that as of 5 May the traffic light detection loops have been adjusted by the council to react to the number of vehicles queuing rather than working to a set time. 
 

Pothole Progress – The pothole repair team spent 6 days in CMK during April. They addressed the list of problems which had been reported on Silbury Boulevard, Avebury Boulevard and Midsummer Boulevard. In addition there’s provision in the programme for a return to CMK later in the year if necessary. The main carriageway surfaces in CMK are different to other grid roads, using a slightly different form of bitumen and marble chips instead of normal roadstone. As a result the hardening period is slightly longer than elsewhere. Some of the larger / deeper potholes which were considered dangerous that didn’t have a permanent repair during the recent visit were made safe with temporary material pending a permanent repair later.

 

Portes Cochere Refurbishment – The Council has allocation funds for repairs and refurbishment of some portes cochere in 2010/11.  Over the next few weeks survey work will determine priorities and how much work can be done within the resources available. Additional work around the refurbished portes cochere – paving etc will be undertaken as part of the same programme. 
 

Britain in Bloom in CMK – 17 July
MK is entered in the Britain in Bloom competition each year and CMK plays an important part in the Borough’s entry. In 2009 Milton Keynes won Silver Gilt in the Large City category and was found by the judges to be Clean, Tidy and Pristine in the Best Overall Clean and Tidy category. The judges return to Milton Keynes on 17 July.

 

Litter in CMK – the ‘busy’ areas of CMK are litter-picked twice daily – Station Square, Midsummer Boulevard, around the shopping buildings and Xscape. The process includes emptying the 127 litter and recycling bins throughout CMK and results in a high standard of cleanliness. If you are aware of any areas that are not meeting these standards for any reason please report it to the council – web link - or directly to us for investigation.    
 

Lighting Innovations – MKC’s pilot programme of street lighting in CMK has seen the replacement of 37 street lights with 21 new ones – on taller columns and with new lanterns, which produce the same amount of illumination but with a 46% reduction in energy usage and associated carbon emissions.  All lights on Midsummer Boulevard have been replaced with white light.  Please report any lights not working to the council – web link – or direct to us to assist in the regular auditing process. 

  









 

Return to Headlines  
CONSULTATIONS & STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
MKCCM Stakeholder Forums
Our fourth Stakeholder Forum took place on 28 April and looked at the city centre in the present day, its condition and the operational aspects with 40 stakeholders attending and discussing how to best deal with management and maintenance in the future.  A full report is being produced and distributed, should you wish to receive a copy or attend future forums please email us.  We are also interested in hearing your suggestions for areas of focus for future forums.  The next forum will be held on Wednesday 14 July 12 – 2pm.

 

 Return to Headlines  
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
The 2010 Events Calendar details events being held in and around Milton Keynes.  If you would like to include your city centre event please email carmel.blyth@mkccm.org .   For more information see: MKCCM: Events Calendar 2010 
 
FRINGEMK – Exhibitions in Midsummer Place and thecentre:MK
In Midsummer Place, 'Faceboard' is currently showing photographs of Milton Keynes by Surrey based photographer Vicky Lambourn.  Over the weekend of the 15 May the display areas will feature information for the Arts and Heritage MK and MKC 2010 Arts Open Weekend, as well as Project Space 1, will show a selection of works by photographer Elizabeth Gordon.  A new collaboration between FRINGEMK and Milton Keynes University Centre will see the re-opening of the WHITEWALL in thecentre:mk found on the wall of Midsummer Arcade (adjacent to John Lewis) where Andy Harpers' mural has been for the last 8 months, and will open with a show of paintings by Shelly Wyn de Bank, during May and followed by MK College students final year work throughout June. For more information please go to www.fringemk.com  
  

thecentre:mk - Middleton Hall (by John Lewis) 

· Tea Dance - 18 May 1 – 3pm
Dance to Ballroom, Latin American and all your favourite songs through the years. Bring a friend, go alone or arrange a group visit for an afternoon of fun and exercise! Admission to this Tea Dance is now £4 and it includes tea, coffee and biscuits 

· Don't Move - Improve! - 20 to 23 May 2010
See countless ways to improve the value of your home at the Don't Move - Improve Show.   

· Garden Show in June - 04 to 06 June   

· Volunteers Fair - 08 June   

· Mother, Baby & Toddler Show - 10 to 13 June   

· Motor Show - 17 to 20 June   

· Oceans by Oxfordshire Garden Furniture - 21 to 27 June   

For more information on all events in Middleton Hall see: thecentre:mk  

Discover Milton Keynes – thecentre:mk, 672 Silbury Boulevard
Discover Places – The City Parks exhibition runs until 29 May, focusing on the Parks Trust – Places, People and Events.  For more information see:  Discover Milton Keynes  (open 10am – 6pm Monday – Saturday). 
 

thehub:mk 
dance@thehub:mk - Saturday 22 May
Vibrant desperate-2-dance-crew will present two stunning street-dance performances at 5pm & 6pm.  Sign-up for one of the 2 free workshops on offer, sign-up from 3.45pm for these classes: Street-Dance for 6-12yrs - boys & girls OR Chicago for ladies from 13 - 30 yrs.
May Round 1 National Street Entertainers Competition- Saturday 29 May 
Dingle Fingle, a very close runner up to 1st place in last year’s competition will host the first of the Street performance competitions.  With entertainment from: The Black Eagles - presenting stunning acrobatic skills, energetic dance and an uplifting African Musical sound track. Jem Frazer - his work is shown all across the Middle East as a children’s TV celebrity character Meem.  Slap and Tickle – perform a piece encapsulating the essence of statue with fine physical theatre. For more information please see:  www.thehub-miltonkeynes.com 


Milton Keynes Gallery 
The Life and Times of Milton Keynes Gallery by Mark Leckey, Martin McGeown and Milton Keynes Gallery 16 April - 27 June. Turner Prize winner Mark Leckey has collaborated with Martin McGeown, Director of Cabinet Gallery, London, to produce a series of new works. ‘Drawing from the Gallery’s ten year history of exhibitions and projects, and from the very architecture and fabric of the building, a reflexive, sentient, exhibition-making machine, revisiting its past and dreaming about its future’. 

Parks Trust May Programme – Campbell Park
For more information on what events’ are on in the park visit: www.theparkstrust.com 

Milton Keynes Theatre
Current shows include Top Dance Fever, Pirates of Penzance, The History Boys, Me, Marley and I, Jimmy Carr: Rapier Wit.  To find out more or book tickets call Milton Keynes Theatre Box Office on 0844 871 7652 or visit www.ambassadotickets.com/miltonkeynes   (booking fee applies)  

Race for Life - 05 & 06 June – Campbell Park
Race for Life is Cancer Research UK's flagship event, with over 230 events taking place across the UK. Campbell Park is again the setting for thousands of women to walk, jog or run on Saturday 05 June (5K) and Sunday 06 June (5k and 10K), entrance costs £12.99 per person.  To book your place see: http://www.raceforlife.org/choose-your-event/enter-now.aspx 

Theatre District Mascot Olympics - Saturday 5 June
Each year these larger than life characters travel from football clubs as far away as Cardiff, Hull and even Hartlepool to take part and are joined by many local mascots including MK Dons Mooie and Donny, 360 Plays Twizzle and Twirl and past winner Gully Mouse from Gullivers Land.  Throughout the day they battle to be the best at the six challenges set with the ultimate goal of being crowned Olympic Champion, though many mascots prefer to just have some fun and spend all their time playing about and entertaining the crowds.  For more information see: Theatre District 

IF: Milton Keynes International Festival - 16 – 25 July 10 extraordinary days in 2010
April saw the launch of the fabulous IF website - www.ifmiltonkeynes.org containing full programme information – please take a look and plan what you will see for free or book tickets for the many wonderful ticketed events. 

Midnight Moo - 17 July
Following, the success of 2009, on the 17 July 2010 join in the 10 mile walk around Milton Keynes starting from Midsummer Place Shopping Centre in CMK.  Registration costs £15 to find out more go to www.mkmidnightmoo.com 

Return to Headlines   



OUT AND ABOUT IN CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES 
New Openings: 

Pizza Express opened at Xscape –  for more information see: Xscape  
Superdry is now open at Midsummer Place - for more information see: Midsummer Place 

Age Concern
On 19 April Age Concern Milton Keynes become one of the first 25 Age Concerns in the country to join the Age UK Partnerships and will be known as Age UK Milton Keynes.  It will remain an independent, local charity and as always, money raised in Milton Keynes will stay in Milton Keynes.  For more information see: Age Concern MK 
Spice Lounge Closed
Due to smoke and fire damage within the Spice Lounge Discotheque it is now closed until further notice. The fire was speedily contained, the remainder of the venues on the Theatre District were unaffected, and therefore are open for business as usual. 
Charity Korfball Tournament - 24 June, 6.00pm to 8.30pm
The tournament is now in its third year and will be raising funds for the Community Foundation’s £1 Million for Milton Keynes campaign. The campaign is building funds to support the city’s community projects well into the future and every £1 we raise is matched by the government.  There has never been a better way to support your city! Last year 18 companies competed for the trophy; Oakgrove Teachers came away victorious, companies, community groups and parish councils to compete against each other.  Entrance fee is just £50 per team payable by 10 June 2010, the tournament will be held in Loughton.  Every £1 raised will go to the Foundation for their good work.  To enter or for more info, contact Darren Gray on 07949 411502 or darren.gray@milton-keynes.gov.uk  
 

Thames Valley Police
Partnership working between Thames Valley Police Retail Officers and the local shopping centres has proved a great success with the arrest of several shoplifting offenders.  An awareness campaign is under way highlighting how Thames Valley Police will work with partners and individual stores to detect and reduce offences from occurring.  Please contact them if you think crime prevention guidance could assist with reducing shoplifting, this offer is also for all business crime.  For more information contact:  Helen.Corbett@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
 

Invest Milton Keynes (IMK) 
Invest Milton Keynes’ grand total of investment successes (new arrivals or expansions) for April-March 2009/10 is 98, a record figure for the Invest Milton Keynes team.  These successes provide a cumulative safeguarded jobs figure for the year of 1088 and the cumulative jobs created figure is 669, a total of 1757 jobs.   Enquiries for commercial property and land finished ahead of last year by 3.8%. For more information see: www.investmiltonkeynes.com
  Return to Headlines  


ROAD WORKS & PARKING CHANGES 
The parking area on Avebury Boulevard (near the back of Ballatynes Health Club) by the Hub that was charging 24 hours a day is now only charging from 6am – 6pm but can only be paid by credit card or phone as it is only a temporary parking area and therefore does not have parking meters. It is privately owned and enforced, this is NOT council run parking.

Pay by Phone Parking – over 17,000 people have signed up to use the scheme with 97% sign up to use the facility by phone and only 3% using the internet.  It is available across CMK on all red premium and blue long stay bays.  To register - call 01908 918918 or go to www.verrus.com . Once you have registered you can either pay by calling 01908 918918 or by sending a text to 65565  Milton Keynes Council - Transport . Charges for the service when parking in one of the premium bays are an additional 10p when you park for up to 90 minutes, over 90 minutes the charge is 20p. Long stay bays incur a 20p charge. Any text receipts or confirmations are charged at 10p per text should you want them.

Arriva Buses
Pre-purchase your Arriva Day Saver Bus Ticket – you are able to use you mobile phone to purchase your bus ticket at £3.20 per day (which will cover all your journeys).  Set it up by registering at arrivabus.co.uk/mticket or text ‘Reg’ to 82500.  You simply show the driver your pre-purchased m-ticket on your mobile phone screen. 
First Birthday for 300 Bus 

Free bus passes were given to residents in Broughton Gate and employees at the John Lewis Warehouse at Magna Park to mark the first Birthday of the Arriva PlatinumMK 300 bus service.  The residents and employees received a specially designed birthday card which includes a voucher for a free day’s travel on all Arriva bus services in Milton Keynes.  There have been over 125,000 passenger journeys in the 12 months since the service started.  In addition, the PlatinumMK buses are now running along Countess Way, the first stage of the new spine roads in Broughton within the Eastern Expansion Area. For the latest travel and transport information across Milton Keynes visit: http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/transport 
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DEVELOPMENTS 

Our four Development Information Sites located at thecentre:mk, Midsummer Place, Xscape and CMK Railway Station, display up to date information on the proposed and current developments in CMK.  They contain details and illustrations of all the developments listed below and more.  This information is also available on our website at: MKCCM: City Centre Development Information Sites  

 

Destination Dining at Queen’s Court – thecentre:mk 
thecentre:mk’s redevelopment of Queen’s Court is due to open in late June with Carluccios, Nandos, Yo Sushi and Café Rouge.
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN MILTON KEYNES 
Milton Keynes Plugged in Places
Milton Keynes Council and Renault-Nissan Alliance have signed an agreement which sets out a road map for the roll-out of electric vehicles and infrastructure in the borough.  The agreement will support the development of more than 2,400 charging points across the city, with car makers undertaking to prioritise UK sales of electric vehicles to people in Milton Keynes.  For more information see: Business MK
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If there is information that you would like to hear about that we currently do not cover either in our e-newsletter, website or on our four Development Information Sites, please advise us.  If you see anything operational within CMK that you feel needs addressing let us know and our City Centre Manager and Operations Group can look into it.  For more information on our Operations Group and Centre Management role please see:  www.mkccm.co.uk .   

 

