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With best wishes for a happy, healthy and successful 2010, and welcome to the first e-newsletter of the year.
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2009 ROUND UP
MAY 

Sam Crooks becomes Leader of Milton Keynes Council
Councillor Sam Crooks became leader of the Liberal Democrats and Milton Keynes Council taking over from Isobel McCall.

MK Gallery - New Director
Anthony Spira became Director of MKG in May when Michael Stanley moved to take up the post of Director of the Modern Art Gallery in Oxford.

MK Gallery and Theatre Win Access Award
Bucks Vision (BAB) Best Company Practise Awards was awarded to MK Gallery for its ‘Seeing is Not Believing’ project and various access events for the visually impaired at MK Theatre.

Pinnacle Development Midsummer Boulevard
The new office development on Midsummer Boulevard Pinnacle:MK saw business advisory firm Deliottes moving in with Denton Wilde Sapte taking space in December.  In total the Hampton Brook/ Aberdeen development will house up to 2,000 employees.

SEPTEMBER
Stadium - MK celebrates the opening of the Doubletree Hotel
The new hotel, part of the Hilton Group, consists of 127 rooms with 27 meeting spaces, a ballroom as well as a Pitchside restaurant and Red Hot Bar. 

Xscape Planning Application Granted
Milton Keynes Council granted the application to Xleisure for the expansion of the Xscape site for more information on what is proposed see: MKCCM: Xscape Expansion  

Milton Keynes Success as Joined-Cities: Pioneering £11 million Nationwide Plug-in Vehicle Plan Launched by the Energy Technologies Institute (ETI) to Accelerate Market Growth aims to help cities across the UK to deploy a cost effective and compatible network of recharging points.  Thousands of motorists could soon find electric and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles more accessible after the launch of a new plan designed to make it easier for drivers to charge plug-in vehicles in a number of major UK cities. In developing the Plan, the ETI, whose aim is to accelerate the deployment of affordable and secure low carbon energy technologies, is initially working with Birmingham, Coventry, Glasgow, London, Middlesbrough, Milton Keynes, Newcastle, Oxford and Sunderland.  For more information see: Energy Technologies Transport Announcement  

NOVEMBER
Former Central Bus Station to receive a makeover as Youth Facility 
During November the old nightclub space over the former bus station in Central Milton Keynes began its transformation into a youth hub complete with dance studio and café space all possible due to the half million grant from SIT Trust and V, the youth volunteering charity to Make a Difference (MaD).  

DECEMBER
Milton Keynes will be part of England's 2018 World Cup bid after being named as a candidate host alongside 11 cities. Applications from Derby, Hull and Leicester were rejected. A total of 17 stadia will be proposed to Fifa, with the governing body making a final choice of venues in 2013, should England's bid be successful. England will find out if their bid to host the World Cup is successful in December 2010. For more information see: askMK Englands's 2010 World Cup Announcement  

 Return to Headlines  

______________________________________________________________________________________________
MKCCM CITY CENTRE OPERATIONS UPDATE  
After8 ‘Elf Service
Over the Christmas period the After8 Group, working with SaferMK, NHS Direct, Thames Valley Police and St John’s Ambulance set up a unit on Avebury Boulevard between the Theatre District and Xscape to provide festive revellers with directions, warmth, first aid and water.

The service operated every Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings from 10pm to 4am with the help of volunteers and in its first weekend St John’s Ambulance saved the life of a cardiac patient due to their immediate intervention.  In total over 200 people were helped by the ‘Elf Service and at least 15 ambulance call outs avoided.

City Centre Healthcheck Research
During November MKCCM carried out a City Centre Healthcheck.    Of the 113 people interviewed via telephone surveys 98% were satisfied with CMK as a place to work.  The best thing about working in CMK was the good access to shops and services and it was generally agreed that CMK is a well maintained, clean and tidy City Centre.  89% of people feel at ease navigating around the CMK.  For more information about the results please contact me at carmel.blyth@mkkcm.org
Extreme Weather & Gritting
Throughout the recent snow and icy conditions the Councils environment team have been working through the nights to grit the roads in the city centre and the entire borough covering over 500 kms per night with their 11 gritting lorries (and plough attachments when necessary). All teams employed on litter and cleansing have been seconded to deal with the gritting by hand of the footways in the city centre by day.  We have been issuing a daily weather and gritting report to members based on information from the council team, should anyone wish to receive this please email kay.greenhalgh@mkccm.org  
Wayfinding Signage 

The new totem signage installed late last year as part of the 1st phase of improved wayfinding have had any initial errors corrected and some additional signage is due to be trialled in the next few weeks whilst decisions are being made on the locations for the 2nd phase of signs.

Abandoned Trolleys  


Late last year Waitrose installed a new trolley ‘minding’ system and purchased a new fleet of trolleys, however due to a small gap in the system many found their way into other areas of the centre, this has now been rectified.  Sainsbury’s and M&S pay for contractors to collect and return their wayward trolleys, if you see any out and about please contact the Trolley helpline on 0800 316241.   
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CONSULTATIONS 
Draft Inclusion Strategy
The Inclusion Strategy is an important document and they hope that most people will wish to endorse the principles, values and themes that are identified.  For more information see Milton Keynes Council or contact Graham Talbot on 01908 253886.  Consultation began on 19th November closing date is 15th January 2010.
Budget Consultation 2010/11
The three political parties on the Council wish to consult residents, partners and businesses about the budget for the coming financial year 2010/11. Your views are needed to inform the decisions that the full Council will make in February 2010.   For more information see Milton Keynes Council or contact Maureen Parris on 01908 252696.  Consultation began on 23rd December closing date is 5th February 2010.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The 2010 Events Calendar gives details of events being held in and around Milton Keynes.  If you would like to include your event please email me at carmel.blyth@mkccm.org .   For more information see: MKCCM: Events Calendar 2010 

FRINGEMK   

‘Unavoidable Art’ - FRINGEMK is delighted to announce its 2010 program. It enters the second year of its national painting competition; ‘thecentre:mk and Midsummer Place Annual Painting Prize’, a selected survey of contemporary British Painting. The Prize opens for registration on February 15, go to the website www.fringemk.com for details. The prize will have a fresh format in 2010 with an increased online presence and substantial catalogue. Winners will be announced in June with the awards presented in July. This is just one element of the events which will take place throughout Central Milton Keynes. January kicks off with work by Shelly Wyn de Bank in Midsummer Place until 24 /01 and Andy Harper’s Mural is still on display out side John Lewis.  From 25th Jan – 5th Feb. Lee Scrivens personal take on Milton Keynes will be on the Project Space 1 [MSP]. Additionally a new FRINGEMK and Midsummer Place collaboration in shape of FRINGEMK Faceboard opens this month again in MSP, which is an arts space dedicated to the MK Community. For more information see: FringeMK  

Discover Milton Keynes 
Through January and February see: Traditional Milton Keynes - Looking ahead... a focus on some of the celebrations and events that are held annually throughout the area. For more information see:  Discover Milton Keynes  (open 10am – 6pm Monday – Saturday located at 672 Silbury Boulevard (on the outside of thecentre:mk by Burger King)) 

thecentre:mk Middleton Hall (by John Lewis) 

MK Lions Basketball Match 
The Marshall MK Lions will play home games in Middleton Hall the first game took place on 12th January. They are competing in the British Basketball League, the Premier league of the sport, and finished their tenure at the Bletchley Leisure Centre in December. With a brand new purpose built Arena alongside the MK Dons Stadium expecting to be completed in the second half of 2010.  9 more home games will be played in Middleton Hall.  For more information see: thecentre:mk  
Motorshow – 14/17 January
See all the latest models on the market at your leisure, under one roof. See cars from these local dealerships: Mercedes-Benz; smart; MK Kia; MK Hyundai; Pilling Volvo; Pilling Mazda/Renault; Palmers Alfa Romeo; Wayside Mini; Evans Halshaw Vauxhall; Silverstone Harley Davidson (Bikes).
Young  Enterprise Trade Fayre – 24 January
Over 80 stalls providing customers with a huge choice of products of all sizes, descriptions, ranges at affordable prices, but all built with the enthusiasm of tomorrow’s business people showing their enterprising spirit today at the Young Enterprise Craft & Trade Fair.
Milton Keynes Gallery 
Marcus Coates 15 January – 4 April
In his first solo exhibition in a UK public gallery, Coates will present a selection of early films, along with previously unseen new work. Coates (b.1968), explores human behaviour through shamanistic rituals and observation of the animal kingdom in his performances, photography, film and sound pieces. For more information see: Milton Keynes Gallery  opening times for the Gallery: Tuesday – Friday 12pm till 8pm, Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-5pm, closed Mondays. 

Parks Trust Autumnal Programme
For more information on what events are on in the park visit: www.theparkstrust.com 
Milton Keynes Community Foundation
Announce a forthcoming benefit gig in aid of their campaign to raise £1 million for the city.  Tribute band ‘Ultimate Beatles’ will be at the Ramada Encore on Sunday January 31st.  All proceeds from ticket sales will go to the Foundation’s campaign to raise £1million for the city by 2011.  Government match funding for the campaign means that all funds raised will be doubled.  Tickets are £10 per person on the door.  Doors open at 7pm, band start at 7:30pm.  To find out more contact the Foundation on 01908 690276 or visit www.mkcommunityfoundation.co.uk 
Milton Keynes Theatre
The pantomime Cinderella finishes on the 17th January, with Chicago featuring Marti Pellow as Billy Flynn and Emma Barton as Roxie Hart from 25th to 30th January.  To find out more or book tickets call Milton Keynes Theatre Box Office on 0844 871 7652 or visit  www.ambassadotickets.com/miltonkeynes   (booking fee applies)  
Sports Relief Mile Launch – 20th January 
Following on from the success of the 2008 Sport Relief Mile, Milton Keynes will be hosting another race on Sunday 21 March 2010 in the city centre. MK has been selected as a flagship race location along with only 16 others across the country, the nearest being Norwich.  The race will be filmed with highlights being shown later that day on the BBC Sport relief show.  There is expected to be a minimum of 2,500 competitors taking part.  As part of the flagship status Sports Relief will be awarding a grant to Milton Keynes which can be distributed to community groups. Further information about this will be released on the official launch day of January 20th 2010. 
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OUT AND ABOUT IN CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES 
Question Time Programme 21st January in Middleton Hall
BBC One’s major political programme, Question Time will be recorded in Middleton Hall, thecentre:mk on Thursday 21 January. David Dimbleby is the current host of the programme, building on the authority and approachability of his predecessors, Sir Robin Day and Peter Sissons. Each year, some 30,000 members of the public apply to join the debate by being in the studio audience. The panels are drawn from significant figures in politics as well as industry, the media and entertainment.  The programme will be recorded in front of a live audience from around 2030hrs. The show is recorded in a single take, precisely as if it were broadcast live and then broadcast at 2235hrs. The reasons for not broadcasting live at 2235hrs are to limit inconvenience to spectators and guests.  To register your interest to participate in the audience simply visit http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/question_time/1858613.stm  
Optimax Laser Eye Surgery Specialists Open at the Hub
Eye surgery specialists Optimax have opened at the Hub situated near Brasserie Blanc and the Sk:n Clinic for more information see: www.optimax.co.uk  or contact 01908 394071
Milton Keynes YMCA Appeal To Raise An Extra £10,120 - The charity needs approximately £25,000 to replace the existing facilities with something that is more appropriate to the need and that would be suitably hard wearing.  So far £14,880 has been raised through fundraising efforts, charitable grants and donations from the public.  The YMCA hopes to raise the additional £10,120 required to complete the works before April 2010, the funds would enable the refurbishment of the bathroom facilities to its emergency access hostel.  The hostel provides the city’s only emergency access homeless night shelter, providing shelter and support services for up to 15 people per night. Anybody wishing to discuss the appeal should contact Simon Green, Housing Manager on 01908 295600 or via email to simon.green@mkymca.com .  Alternatively donations can be made online at  http://www.justgiving.com/xmasbathroomappeal  or by cheque made payable to Milton Keynes YMCA and sent to Simon Green, MK YMCA 402 North Row, MK9 2NL.
Midsummer Place raised £6K for Advantage Africa - The Christmas gift wrapping service has raised over £6,000 for charity Advantage Africa in just three weeks. Throughout December, members of the public could donate money to have their Christmas presents wrapped by volunteers in the shopping centre, raising vital funds which will be used to help people affected by poverty, disability and AIDS in Kenya and Uganda.

New Web Area on the Growth of Milton Keynes:
The Council’s Growth web are has just been updated. To view the “new look” website go to www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/mkgrowth  
Milton Keynes Council - Pilot Scheme for Better Lighting / Reduced Energy Requirement
The Council has replaced 37 of the old globe-lantern style street lights at the rear of Saxon Court (on the corner of Avebury Boulevard and Saxon Gate) with 21 new lights. The installation has been carried out using a new approved design which minimises upward light pollution and has modern switching mechanisms which claim to bring three major advantages; 
 1.     the lighting levels can be adjusted remotely to provide appropriate levels of illumination, 
 2.     the lamps are a lower wattage yet better illumination with an overall saving in power usage, 
 3.     the number of columns needed in an area is significantly reduced which contributes to an overall reduction in energy requirements and the Council’s carbon footprint. 
A small amount of tree trimming will be required around 7 of the new lamp columns which are 6m high as opposed to the old at 4m high to ensure maximum efficiency and wider splay of the ‘white’ light to be used.  Please visit the area at the rear of Saxon Court and let us have your views on the new lighting to pass on to the council by emailing carmel.blyth@mkccm.org no later than 20th February 2010.
MK Council Arts Team and MK Arts & Heritage Alliance has issued a new film “Arts in Milton Keynes are Flourishing”.   It is a fast paced visual 3 minutes of all the various types of artistic events, formal and informal, that have taken place recently across the Borough. It has been produced to raise people’s awareness of activities going on around them.  You can see it here www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/arts/aha  

New films about MK Theatre & MK Gallery In their short, ten year history, Milton Keynes Theatre and Milton Keynes Gallery have made a significant contribution to the cultural, social and economic life of the city, for residents and visitors alike. These star cultural attractions are the subject of a new 2 minute animated film Milton Keynes Theatre & Gallery, now available on YouTube at You Tube  .   Watch it for an overview of the Theatre and Gallery’s programme achievements to date, and to whet your appetite for future performances, exhibitions and events.
The Milton Keynes Business Resilience Forum is organising a major desk-top exercise for businesses on Wednesday 25th January. You or your colleagues in the MK area are invited. Exercise Midwinter is free and offers you the opportunity not only to understand your upstream and downstream supply chain in depth but also to analyse its strengths and vulnerabilities.  The event includes an excellent presentation by Dr Helen Peck from Cranfield.  To book please use this link: natasha.alsop@digitalk.com
Thames Valley Police 
Please continue to ensure all valuable property is out of sight in your vehicle, over the Christmas period there were a total of 13 thefts from vehicle in Central Milton Keynes. (Over 20,000 car parking spaces are in CMK) 
Cycle Safety - please be aware that crime prevention work is being carried out regarding pedal cycle security please ensure that you use a quality lock and store away from public view if possible. For more information see: Thames Valley Police  

Invest Milton Keynes (IMK) As of December 2009 IMK has registered 74 inward investment successes, moving ever closer to last year’s record of 82.  Cumulative job figures for the year so far are 712 safeguarded and 305 created.  Commercial land and property enquiries are currently 9% ahead of December 2008.  www.investmiltonkeynes.co.uk.  Finally, congratulations to Milton Keynes on becoming a candidate Host City in England’s bid to stage the 2018 World Cup!  This is the result of tremendous hard work by the project team and its partners.  For more information see: www.investmiltonkeynes.com  
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ROAD WORKS & PARKING CHANGES 
Theatre District Multi-Storey Car Park Award 
Parkmark Secure Car Park Award has been given to the Theatre District Multi-Storey car park. This is an industry award based on a number of factors such as safety and security of car park and promotes good car parks.  The car park is open to the general public not just Theatre go-ers.  Opening hours are 7am - 12 midnight.  It is secure at all times by monitored CCTV coverage however between the hours of 4.30pm and 12 midnight is manned, adding to the security.  There are 338 spaces of which 19 are disabled.  The tariff is 50p for up to 2 hours, 60p for 2 – 3 hours, 80p for 3 – 4 hours, £1 for 4 – 5 hours or £1.50 all day and offers the LOWEST tariff in all of CMK! Payment is made on exit and the machines give change therefore no chance of receiving a fine for being late back or not paying and displaying! The car park is ideally located for visitors to the Theatre, Theatre district including gym, restaurant and bars, Xscape complex and thecentre:mk – especially the John Lewis end.   For more information see: www.parkmark.co.uk 

Pay by Phone Parking is available across CMK on all red premium and blue long stay bays.  To register - call 01908 918918 or go to www.verrus.com . Once you have registered you can either pay by calling 01908 918918 or by sending a text to 65565  Milton Keynes Council - Transport . Charges for the service when parking in one of the premium bays are an additional 10p when you park for up to 90 minutes, over 90 minutes the charge is 20p. Long stay bays incur a 20p charge. Any text receipts or confirmations are charged at 10p per text should you want them. 
Pre-purchase your Day Saver Bus Ticket – you are able to use you mobile phone to purchase your bus ticket at £3.20 per day (which will cover all your journeys).  Set it up by registering at arrivabus.co.uk/mticket or text ‘Reg’ to 82500.  You simply show the driver your pre-purchased m-ticket on your mobile phone screen. 
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DEVELOPMENTS
 Our four Development Information Sites located at thecentre:mk, Midsummer Place, Xscape and CMK Railway Station, display up to date information on the proposed and current developments in CMK.  They contain details and illustrations of all the developments listed below and more.  This information is also available on our website at: MKCCM: City Centre Development Information Sites   

Preparation work starts on Hockey Stadium site
Just before Christmas major demolition work started at the former National Hockey Stadium site as Milton Keynes gets ready for Network Rail’s arrival and the creation of 3,000 jobs at its new National Centre.  For more information Network Rail Press Article
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN MILTON KEYNES 

 New Coach Station and Park n’ Ride at J14 
Work continues on the coach station, to see images during construction and for more information see: Milton Keynes Council - Coach Station J14. 
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If there is information that you would like to hear about that we currently do not cover either in our e-Newsletter, Website or on the Development Information Sites, please advise me.  Also, if you see anything operational within CMK that you feel needs addressing let us know and our City Centre Manager and Operations Group can look into it.  For more information on our Operations Group and Centre Management role please see:  www.mkccm.co.uk .   

Whilst every care has been taken in putting together this e-newsletter any errors of fact or omissions are the author’s.   Please forward any corrections, suggestions and additional names and e-mail addresses to me for anyone interested in receiving a copy.

Carmel Blyth
Communications Officer 

Milton Keynes City Centre Management -MKCCM
carmel.blyth@mkccm.org 
Direct Line: 01908 398124           




















































